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This is an adapted version of the PowerPoint
presented at a brown bag meeting at the
School of Information Studies, University of
WisconsinMilwaukee, in Septembez016

Additional text has been added to make the
presentation intelligible in the absence of a
voiceover. Some additional slides, with text
boxes, have been added as well.
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A long history

A19h Centurydocumentalists

AOtlet, La Fontaineet al. associated with international
peace movements

ALiberal & scientific internationalistspeace through
knowledge

APolity internationalistg, relations between nation states

APublic library movement in USA
AMaintenance of social order: Boston PL

AAndrew Carnegiéthe result of knowledge [gleaned
from libraries] is to make men not violent revolutionists,
but cautious evolutionists; not destroyers, but careful
iImproverg (Harris, 1975 15).



0Good fences make good neighbadirs

GaSYRAYy3 gl ftéx 08 YSY CASNEZ
https://peterrock12.wordpress.com/tag/goodences
make-goodneighbors/



0Good fences make good neighbadirs

dMending walf, by Ken Fiern2007
https://peterrockl2.wordpress.com/tag/goodences
makegoodneighbors/



UNESCO

AFoundedl1945

AdSince wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the
minds of men that thedefencesof peace must be
constructeds

AMission:a X0 contribute to the building of peace,
the eradication of poverty, sustainable development
and intercultural dialogue through education, the
sciences, culture, communication and informagon.




UNESCO and public libraries

AUNESCO public library manifedtiNESCQ,949

A¢[Unesc@] aim is to promote peace and social and spiritual
welfare by working through the minds of men. The creative
power of Unesco is the force of knowledge and
International understanding.

A€This manifesto, by describing the potentialities of the
public library, proclaims Unes@melief in the public library
as a living force for popular education and for the growth of
International understanding, and thereby for the promotion
of peace
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But what Is peace?

Our initial exploration:

Lor P.J. &ritz, J.J2015 Bibliotekeen vrede H kritiese
besinningoor die rol vanbibliotekein vredestigting
[Libraries and peace: a critical reflection on the role of
libraries in promoting peacellydskrifvir
geesteswetenskappeb(4): 584-600.
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Juridical
concept

Conflict resolved/
suppressed by
legitimate
authority

Law and order

Ethical
concept

Based on
equitable
ethical
norms

Sense of
community

Spiritual
concept

Sense of well
being, spiritual
wholeness

Common
humanity;
Respect for

natural world



Explanatory note:

Differentdimensions of the concept of peace are expressed by three words in

the Roman and Judaebhristian traditions. The Latpaxrefers to a juridical
concept, in which conflict is avoided, resolved or suppressed by a legitim
authority. In this concept peace is ensured by maintaining in good condit
the boundaries that enable people and nations to pursue and protect the
separate respective interests. A constitution that sets out, limits, and kee
balance the powers of various constituent parts of a state, is a key tool fo
preserving peace in this sense. In maintaining peace among nations,
intergovernmental organizations such as the United Nations or the
Organizations for Security and-Gperation in Europe (OSCE) serve this

purpose. The Greek ~ [SA'NJefér$ to peace based on equitable ethig¢

norms. It implies a sense of community and nationhood, or, projected to
worldwide scale, a spirit of tolerance and international solidarity. Going b
yet further, the Hebrewr . {shalom)refers to peace as a sense of well
being and spiritual wholeness (Chatfiel®86). Projected to a worldwide
scale this might translate into an awareness of our common humanity, ar

ate
on
Ir
DS iN
r

al
1
Ack

1d of

humanityQ place in the natural world.




Three dimensions
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Restoring peace

Making peace

N\

k
0o
2\
()

I
(Y




Three dimensions

Processes: It is helpful to
conceptualize peace not as a
state, but as grocess, or

of
Acultivating peace (preventing \ /
the emergence of destructive D
conflicts), q/ <
Amaking peace (descalating g
and resolving conflicts), and \ o
Akeeping and restoring peace -
(after conflict has ended).) §
=
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Peace studies: interdisciplinary

Example at UWM.:

Master of Sustainable Peacebuilding Program
(2014)

G2 KIFIgdg Aa {dzadlAylrofS tSIFOSoc
a{dza Gl AylIrofS tSIFOS Aa Y2NB I
or the implementation of efficient technologies. It requires

the fostering of macrdevel change in societies or
O2YYdzy AUASEA XE



Remorse
Forgiveness
Reconciliation

Rule of law
Human rights
Accountability

Equality Interfaith dialogue
Retribution Tolerance
Amnesty Humanitarian action

Democracy
Security
Conflict
resolutio
Military
interventip Just peace
Restorative,

transformative
Statebuilding 7 etc. justice

Equity of access

Land Environmental

Food security justice
Employment a| Access to
Distribution of wealth resources
Education Sustainability

Development



What can libraries do?

ASome further exploration:

AlLor, P.J2016 Libraries, internationalism, and peace :
lectio magistralign biblioteconomia Fiesole]taly:
CasalinLibri. (Letturemagistraliin biblioteconomig; 1X).
73p. ISBN9788876560194Available as an-kook at:
http://ilibri.casalini.it/3104661

AlLor, P.J2016 Libraries and peac&ocus on international
library and information work7(1):4-8.

AA simple typology/model

A Seven roles for libraries



http://ilibri.casalini.it/3104661

1. Informing

Alnforming aboutothers
AMisinformationc¢ avoid

AdOtheringt: others exoti¢ quaint, not to be taken
seriously(cf. SaigdOrientalisn) ¢ beware

A Selection challenge: cultural sensitivity/competence

Alnforming about peace

A Crigins causes, and consequences of war and conflict,
peace processes, and preconditions for peace

AFor professionals and communities



2. Promoting

ABeyond access

A Acquiring materials and making them accessible is not
enough.

ABook exhibitions and book talkgraditional library
activities to encourage reading by community members
about particular topics



3. Educating

AThe next level of engagement: educational
Interventions
APeace processes of building, making and restoring peace
ACelebrate the International Day of Peace (September
21).
ALibrary@ website as a medium for promoting peace
building resources and activities.

Alnternational days to promote understanding of
Immigrant and refugee groups

ANote: emphasis not ototherness, but on shared
humanity



4. Creating resources

ALibrarians mainly acquire materials that have been
oroduced by other organizations

Aln certain situations we also need to create
materials where none exist

Aparticularly in certain languages

Afor particular groups

AE.g. immigrants, refugees

ALocal information
ASouth African example
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5. Empowering

ASeeds of much conflict in ignorance, deprivation,
Inequality, and competition for scarce resources.

ARole for library in promoting peacgindirect: building
stronger, more resilient, more inclusive and more
equitable communities

Asupport educational & community institutions and
projects

ADevelop the communit® own capacity to create and
disseminate (e.g. promoting authorship and community
publishing).

Alnformation & media literacy

A Capacity to participate in political process



6. Healing

ABibliotherapy?

ATrauma, after horrific suffering, deprivation and loss

Al KAt RNBY Ay NBFdAdzASS Ol YL

Aln strange country everything Is dlfferecnhome
a0K22ft 2 6SFUOKSNE f I y3dzZ 3S

AScope for libraries to go beyond the conventional
provision of books and media

AProgram of storytelling and group activities, with
opportunities for seHexpression through drawing,
music, dance, and acting



/. Advocacy

ALibrarians and community activism?

AExceptibrarianl\€ issues (e.grFreedom of expressiof
privacy)

ALong tradition obneutralityg

ANeutrality: omending wall§ accepting and reinforcing
barriers and inequality.

AAdvocating for peace

ABreaking down walls of incomprehension and privilege

AlIn conflictridden communities advocacy carries risks
(Charlie Hebdp

ARelevance of the library to the community



Committed; activist;
contextual

Empowering

Creating resource

Healing

Educating

Promoting,
animation

A tentative
model

Informing

Detached; neutral; general




A reality check

A

Request posted otFLAnet

AAsked for examples, with photos

A
A

ntended for a poster in Columbus

Handout:
nttps://pjlor.files.wordpress.com2016 07//libraries-

and-peacesomecurrentactivitiesl.pdf



https://pjlor.files.wordpress.com/2016/07/libraries-and-peace-some-current-activities1.pdf

Three clusters

AEducation and research for preventing and healing
conflict

APromoting peace through interreligious and
Intercultural dialogue

AServices to refugees and immigrants

Al 2YS SEI YLX S&ax
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The Peace Library

CCR reports

and books
Reference
service
Media
monitoring

Scanning

and copying

Networking
and inter-
lending

Online
catalogue

Informing &

Promoting

CENTRE FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION ( CCR)




Interfaith/intercultural dialogue

Cartoneragrojects (IFLA RELINDIAL $e&qiatheque
Dromoise des Science&eligieuses)



